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An Introduction to 

Home Composting 

These resources will provide more detailed         

information on home composting.  
 

Videos 

The CT Department of Environmental Protection 

has produced two video programs entitled Home 

Composting-Turning Your Spoils to Soil and Donôt 

Trash the Grass.  Download them for free at  

www.ct.gov/dep/composting.  They can also be bor-

rowed in VHS format from CT public libraries or 

can be purchased from the DEP store on-line at 

www.ct.gov/dep/store under the composting section 

or call (860) 424-3555 to order. 
 
 

Internet resources 

Search the Internet for ñhome compostingò to find 

more resources. Some good examples are:  

www.composting101.com 

www.epa.gov/compost 

www.compostinfo.com 
 
 

Books and Magazines  
 

"Easy Composting - Environmentally Friendly 

Gardening" Ortho Books. Many color photo-

graphs and excellent presentation.  

 

"Composting to Reduce the Waste Stream - A 

Guide to Small Scale Food and Yard Waste     

Composting" Order through Northeast Regional 

Agricultural  Engineering Service, 152 Riley 

Robb Hall, Cooperative Extension, Ithaca, NY 

14853-5701 or call (607) 255-7654. 
 

"The Real Dirt - The Complete Guide to Back-

yard, Balcony and Apartment Composting" 

Mark Cullen, Lorraine Johnson. Practical how-

to advice, activities for children, bin plans, 

FAQ's, etc.  
 

This is only a partial listing and by providing it to you, the CT Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection is not recommending these resources 

over any others. 

Resources Compost Bins 

You can make your own compost bin from 

wood pallets, a garbage can or wire mesh.  

Hereôs how:  
 

Wood Pallet Bin  

Materials:  4 to 6 pallets, heavy-duty plastic ties. 
 

Use 4 pallets to form the sides 

of the bin and fasten the pal-

lets together with ties.  You 

can also use another pallet for 

a cover and one more for a 

base. 

 

 

Garbage Can Bin 

Materials: garbage can with cover, 

drill.  
 

Drill holes all over the sides and 

bottom of the can.  Cover the can 

to keep animals out of it. 

 

Wire Mesh Bin 

Materials:  14 gauge or medium 

weight welded wire mesh, heavy-

duty plastic ties. 
 

Form a circle with the mesh and 

fasten with the ties.  

 
 

 

You can also purchase a bin 

from home improvement and 

garden centers, hardware 

stores or the internet at such 

sites as www.composters.com  

or www.gardeners.com 
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