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Walker’s Pond; District 2

Walker’s Pond is a small pond surrounded by mixed deciduous woods, and sits quietly hidden away inside a barrier made up of Robert Treat Parkway, Meadowside and Cricklewood Roads.  One main trail loops around the easy, flat terrain and is accessible from Cricklewood Road next to a pump station.  Although it is kept relatively clean, homeowner dumping is an issue, and one neighbor says that the site is getting worse.  Nonetheless, a clean and quiet neighborhood, a steady bird population and a wide variety of plants gives a visitor to Walker’s Pond the feeling of disappearing into nature.

There is one main trail that loops around the pond and the entire sight.  This trail can be reached from both Cricklewood and Meadowside Road.  Entering from Cricklewood, it is immediately evident that the plants and wildlife are thriving.  Before even reaching the pond, birds like American Robins and Northern Cardinals can be seen taking a mid-day bath in the tiny stream that runs into the pond.  In the same area, it is hard to miss the sights and sounds of a family of Gray squirrels foraging for food in the towering oak and maple trees.  While walking in from Cricklewood, it seems as if the pond comes out of nowhere once the dense foliage begins to clear.  As soon as one reaches the pond, they get a stunning view of Yellow Water Lilies, with Painted turtles basking on exposed rocks.


In addition to those mentioned, some plants that can be seen at Walker’s Pond include Norway/Red & Sugar Maples, Scarlet Oak trees, Shagbark Hickories, Wild Black Cherry, Beech trees, Sycamores, Black Birch trees, White Pines, Red Oaks, Spicebush, Hydrangea, Virginia Creeper, Poison Ivy, Solomon Seal, Asiatic Bittersweet, Honeysuckle, Lady thumb Pokeberry, Wood Sorrel, Rag wood, Jack-in-the-Pulpit, Stag horn Sumac, Jewelweed, Canada Mayflower, Maple leaf Viburnum, Queen Anne’s Lace, and Great Ragweed.  Along with those that grow naturally and are indigenous, there are a few invasive species and some plants that have been purposely planted to beautify the area.  These species include the invasive Bittersweet Nightshade and Garlic Mustard, and planted Mountain Laurel and Silky Dogwood.


Such a wide range of vegetation around a body of water almost always guarantees a thriving and varying wildlife population.  Painted turtles and Green frog patrol the shores, and small mammals like Gray squirrels and voles make their homes in the surrounding woods.  Red-bellied Woodpeckers make quick work of their favorite dead limbs for an insect lunch, while Common Grackles teach and feed their fledglings.  Other wildlife found at Walker’s Pond includes Gray Catbirds, European Starlings, fast-flying Bank Swallows, calling Mourning Doves, Tufted Titmice, House Sparrows, Mallard Ducks and their ducklings, an Easter Kingbird and the water-skimming Belted Kingfisher.  In areas of mud, raccoon and white-tailed deer tracks reveal their presence.


Walker’s Pond sits on a relatively flat piece of land that is encircled by a fairly quiet, middle class residential neighborhood.  There is a fence that circles the property and acts as a border between the park and privately owned adjacent parcels.  There is a small amount of trash in and around the pond itself, which mostly can be attributed to fishing.  The worst area is the entrance on Cricklewood, next to the pumping station, where larger trash items were left, such as a microwave and large Styrofoam packaging.

Perhaps just as important, there is evidence of purposely lit fires around the property.  The two most obvious spots are a small fire pit near the end of the trail (starting from Cricklewood entrance) and a downed tree that is almost totally charred which sits along the trail on the left hand side.


Public usage of Walker’s Pond seems to be dominated by fishing.  There are empty bait containers scattered around the shore of the pond, and I also ran into one man fishing.  He didn’t catch anything and was “just passing time”.  Bicycle tracks around the trail indicate that the public doesn’t just use the parcel for fishing.  In addition to a few plants which were planted randomly throughout the property, there is a small garden bed and an information board next to the entrance on Meadowside Road.  Also starting from that entrance, there is a slightly eroded, dry run-off stream that runs into the pond.  The only other signs of erosion are along the banks of the pond where it seems rising/flood water is eating away at certain areas of the shore.


Walker’s Pond is a great place to go fishing (responsibly), to identify birds, to go for a quick hike or jog, or to just enjoy the natural wildlife and vegetation that Southern Connecticut has to offer.  Beautiful scenes, abundant wildlife and thriving plants make Walker’s Pond one of the best kept secrets of Milford, Connecticut.
