ECC NEWSLETTER

 MARCH 2008

ECC MEETING MARCH 26TH, PARSONS COMPLEX, CONF. ROOM A - 7:30

     Please note the date change of our meeting which is usually on the third Thursday of the month, but, this month, will be held on Wednesday, March 26th in the Parsons Complex in Conf. Rm. A on the first floor.  The reason for this change is our speaker could only come on this date.  The subject is trash.

     The speaker, Paul Nonnenmacher, has been talking about garbage and recycling since 2003 in his capacity as Director of Public Affairs for the Connecticut Resource Recovery Authority (CRRA), a quasi-public agency that turns trash into electricity and collects and recycles a wide variety of materials.  Paul is CRRA’s primary spokesman, having made numerous appearances on television and radio across the State and also oversees CRRA’s education centers—Trash Museum in Hartford and the Garbage Museum in Stratford—which each year teach more than 50,000 people about recycling and the environment.  It’s his job to understand the complex processes involved and explain them in language that’s understandable to people of all ages.

     Prior to joining CRRA, he held public relations positions with the Connecticut Business & Industry Association, People’s Bank and the Bridgeport Regional Business Council.  He was previously an award-winning reporter, editor and columnist for newspapers in Connecticut, Rhode Island and Massachusetts.

Calendar of Events:

Saturday, March 22nd all are invited to attend and support a rally for CT’s Toxic Toy Bill—HB5601, An Act Banning Children’s Products Containing LEAD, and PHTHALATES OR BISPHENOL-A, to be held on the Green at High Noon. Contributions of refreshments are welcome.

Monday, April 7th, Face of Connecticut will hold a meeting for the public and public officials at the Parsons Complex, Conference Rm. A at 7:00 to discuss historic preservation, open space and farmland. For more information, please call Kierran Broatch at 787-0646, ext. 117.

Community Gardens at the Library, beginning sharply at 7:00 pm: March 24, “Organic Lawn Care”; April 12, “Deer Proofing Your Garden with Plants and Shrubs”; April 30, “Gardening With Color” and May 12, “Eating From your Garden all Year Long”. 
Wednesday, March 26th ECC Meeting at 7:30 in the Parsons Complex, Conf. Rm. A on the first floor.

     We thank, again, the staff members from our Wastewater Plant, as they gave us an entertaining and informative evening at our February ECC meeting. Dr. Bowie, who is the Laboratory Analyst, did a power point presentation, which began by showing our planet with the night lights.  The eastern United States is definitely one of the brightest spots on the planet, just think of all that energy going into those streetlights.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if many of them could be sensory lighting, going on only when necessary? Then he continued to describe the three stages that waste must travel through, with the end results making the water clean enough to drink and empty into the Housatonic River. This amounts, on average, to between 8-10 million gallons per day.  James Cooper said we have over 200 miles of sewage lines in the City that need to be constantly monitored for leakages. If there is a small break or leak in one of these pipes, especially when it rains, they can cause great strain on the system.  These plants operate 7 days a week, 24 hours a day.  In Milford, it is operated by a staff of 30.  He said he was looking forward to seeing if a fuel cell could be incorporated into the mix for the purpose of using the methane gas being emitted from the waste as one of their sources of energy to help run the fuel cell.  This would save on energy, of which, the plant is our biggest user. 

     Recycling is still on our agenda and we would like to report about our meeting with government officials on Feb. 13th to discuss recycling, trash and contracts.  The outcome was guardedly positive.  We still will not be able, at this time, to get curbside pickups for corrugated cardboard.  Bruce Kolwicz said the Public Works Department cannot afford a special truck and two drivers to pick it up, which would, in all reality, develop into two trucks and four drivers.  We did find out, however, that the City needs not pay to have the cardboard picked up from the Transfer Station.  Money is to be made from corrugated cardboard.

      Phil Russell, Board of Education Deputy Superintendent of Operations, said he would see that the schools do a better job of recycling, and our Recycling Committee has the support of Public Works to inform condos and apartments that they are mandated to recycle.

     We will be giving the Board of Aldermen folders to further educate them about the up and coming issues confronting the City about the options that are being talked about regarding the distribution of recyclables and trash and the difficult issues of getting the best contract for the City.

    On Thursday morning, the 26th, Kristen Brown from Waste Solutions will be meeting with the Mayor and any interested citizen or public official to tell us about the Pay-It method. We will be learning about how trash is disposed of, about Single Stream and any questions from you in the audience that you may have on trash.

    Speaking of TRASH, if anyone came upon the scene on the Green after the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, it was not a good sight.  Next year, we must make changes in how special events plan to handle their trash, and advertise that they would like the cooperation of our citizens to make it a truly GREEN EVENT. A trashed city should no longer be tolerated.  Let us all get together next year and plan for an organized way of keeping it fun and green.

     This is the beginning of spring and some of the tulips and daffodils are popping up around town.  If any of you are yearning to get your hands in the soil, Maria Macri, who recently lost her Mother Bobby, owner of the River Crest Farm, could use some helpful hands transplanting very young seedlings.  I can attest that it is a wonderful feeling just to be around the early visitations of spring.  You can reach Maria at 876-9786.

     This year our mission will be, particularly, to promote homegrown vegetables from our own yards and our local farms.  The prices of food will be making major jumps and one of our goals is to make sure our yards will be free of pesticides.  If you are a new homeowner and pesticides have been used, it will take at least two seasons or more to restore your soils to a healthy state.  It is the year to think about how to use your land wisely, compost your kitchen cuttings, your leaves and put them back into the earth.  It is time to have a Victory Garden as we did back in the 40’s, and it is time to grow and share with those who are more needy. Gardening is one of the most healing activities around, and one that will save your budget.  Support our farms and the Farmers’ Market which will be held on Saturdays in the parking lot next to the RR Station across from St. Peter’s Church.   

     The legislative season is short this year and our legislators need to hear from us.  Please call them on these particular bills and issues:  Speaker James Amann, Representatives Richard Roy and Paul Davis at: 860-240-8500, 800-842-1902 or 800-842-8267. Senator Gayle Slossberg at 860-240-8600 or 800-842-1420.

BILLS:

HB 5600 An Act Concerning Global Warming Solutions

SB 5601 An Act Concerning Banning Children’s Products Containing Lead, Phthalates, Bisphenol-A

SB 357 Support the Water Bottle Bill 

and the bill for Historic Preservation, Open Space and Farmland.

     Kathy Kraffmiller said the donations for our membership drive have dwindled down to nearly zero.  We thank all of you who have contributed and to those who have maybe misplaced our self-addressed envelope, it is never too late to give.  Kathy’s address is: 37 Sycamore Drive, Milford, CT 06460 

     Volunteers will be needed for two Earth Day Events, one on the weekend of April 26th and one on May 17th.  Call 878-0910.

      Special note: We would like to extend our very best wishes to Elinor Gregory who has undergone successful surgery and is recovering nicely at home.  We wish her a quick recovery, as she is greatly missed at the Mayor’s Office, but please don’t come back until you’re really ready.

Ann Berman, Chair of ECC

