ECC NEWSLETTER

FEBRUARY, 2008

ECC MEETING FEBRUARY 21 AT 7:30 IN PARSONS COMPLEX, CONFERENCE ROOM C

Our next ECC meeting is February 21 at the Parsons Complex, 7:30 p.m. in Conference Room C.

    A couple of years ago there was an article in the Register, about a query which asked people to name a single contribution that saved the most lives. Was it penicillin, insulin, advanced surgical procedures or pasteurization? No, none of these, it was and still is, the successful treatment and management of wastewater. And by keeping sewage out of the streets, it not only saved lives but also elevated the quality of life.  Unfortunately, there are still too many places in this world living without clean wastewater or clean drinking water. 

What do Wastewater treatment plants do? 

· Remove solids, everything from rags and plastics to sand and smaller particles found in wastewater; 

· Reduce organic matter and pollutants, naturally occurring helpful bacteria and other microorganisms consume organic matter in wastewater and are then separated from the water;  

· Restore oxygen, the treatment process ensures that the water put back into our rivers or lakes has   enough oxygen to support life. 
Wastewater comes from homes, industry, schools and business, which include toilets, garbage grinders, washing machines, factories, chemicals and hospitals for example.  On average, each person in the U.S. contributes 50-100 gallons of wastewater every day. (These facts come from the website of the City of Columbia).  

     We will be introducing this subject at our next Environmental Concerns Coalition (ECC) meeting on February 21 at the Parsons Complex, Conference Room C at 7:30 pm.  We are happy to have several representatives from our Milford Water Treatment Plant to discuss how they manage to clean up the waters going through our treatment plant. They will be: Edward Kozlowski, Chief Operator of the Beaver Brook treatment plant.  Dr. William Bowie, Laboratory Analyst for the Wastewater Division, and James Cooper, Acting Superintendent of Milford's Wastewater Division.  In addition, Mark Parker, an environmental analyst at the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection and the Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse, will be discussing non-point pollution and rain runoff.                                 

The Wastewater treatment Plant is the city’s largest recycler.  We hope after the talk and discussion, it will be clearly demonstrated that by making changes in our behavior, we can save our natural resources -- water and energy, which add up to saving money.

Our non-compliance for recycling, increase of trash, and litter, go hand in hand with the consequences -- death of mammals and fish, destruction of the environment and untold economic losses.   Interestingly, the Register’s article titled Danger Ahead--Warning Signs, finances are in trouble and their suggestions for change are analogous to the warning signs for global warming along with their suggestions for change. The 

article went on to discuss how we must change human behavior.

The financial experts said, “What people don’t often realize is that the little decisions they make every day are things that really impact their life.” (See the parallel in the following stories).  For instance, “daily runs to a gourmet coffee shop or buying a mid-afternoon snack, for example can add up, she said, potentially jeopardizing one’s budget.  They go on to say it is easy to spend too much and overextend your credit cards.

“Budget” seems to have the connotation of sacrifice and punishment,” Murphy said, but consumers should embrace the process, not fear it.”  This applies to recycling and managing our voracious consumption habits, which affects us financially, mental health wise and impacts the environment.

Beginning locally, here is a story about poor recycling and how it grows into the global picture.  We have been fortunate in Milford to have had three women who have been major environmentalists devoted to picking up trash in the city, Nancy Bruno, who passed away just three years ago this month, Betsey Wright who made a concerted effort to bring this litter problem to the attention of the Board of Aldermen, by depositing two large garbage bags at their meeting.  And now we have Phyllis Thorne, who has, and in her words brings, her story of trash and her findings.

 “Phyllis Thorne knows her trash and isn't afraid to talk about it. In fact, she wants to trash-talk with the whole town.  For years, Phyllis has been picking up litter, often daily. She began in Wilcox Park and the playground behind the Library. 
     A year ago, she started at Gulf Beach and at Gulf Pond near the Gulf Street Bridge. "My neighbor told me Gulf Pond was a mess," she said.
    For the last four to five weeks, she has been seen working off Buckingham Avenue, on a small stretch south of the bridge and facing New Haven Avenue. She has pulled 33 bags of debris out of the phragmites and uplands; plus two rafts, waders, lumber, railroad ties, lots of small light bulbs and tires.
    The last straw was Sunday. "I finally measured three large patches of tar dumped on the edge of the water off Buckingham Avenue and was astonished at the size and depth; then I spotted a large plastic drum labeled TOXIC in the phragmites off Gulf Street near the osprey station parking lot," she said. "Clearly, lots of people are using Gulf Pond as a dump,” she said.
     She is forming the Friends of Gulf Pond. The aim of the nonpolitical group is to preserve, protect and advocate for the natural environment of Gulf Pond and Gulf Beach, their streams, rivers, plants and animals.  Phyllis wants to see if anyone else wants to "talk trash" about Gulf Pond. She can be reached at 203 314-6266 or in care of Ann Berman's e-mail. annhberman@sbcglobal.net. 

Just to give you more details of the trash found: Phyllis said, “After about four weeks, several times a week for two to three hours at a time, of collecting trash in the wetlands along Buckingham Avenue, on the south side of the bridge facing New Haven Avenue, these are my findings:
1. There was an extremely heavy accumulation of trash. Time after time, I stood in one spot and loaded up a bag just by reaching out my arm. Scratching the surface brought out more plastic bags, straws, glass and plastic bottles, the contents of an entire makeup kit, plastic milk bottles, car oil containers, Dunkin' Donuts cups, "peanuts" for packing, spray-paint cans, aluminum soda cans, plastic tips for cigars, and light bulbs for either cars or refrigerators. Also, a six to eight foot glass tube.
(Anyone who thinks a plastic bottle bill is unnecessary should take a walk around Gulf Pond.)
2. Balls, balls, everywhere: I have never seen such an assortment of balls: Hundreds of golf, tennis, basketball, soccer ... bowling. A red bowling ball, to be exact.
3. Three tires; one of which is so big, and so firmly embedded, I was not able to pull out.
4. Two gas cylinders for outdoor grills.
5. Fishing equipment included the usual lures, bobbers and hooks, and the unusual: a pair of men's waders, an inflatable rubber boat (deflated), and a wooden raft, suitable for Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn.
6. Wood: two railroad ties (one is too heavy for me to drag out); dozens of wood planks were washed up from the river or dragged into the wetlands from the road.
7. Road maintenance? In the grass and in the wetlands are several heavy wooden fence uprights, maybe twelve inches across, which could have been pulled down and discarded when the new metal fence along Buckingham Avenue was installed; also, the metal "rope" that was strung between the uprights, is discarded upland next to the road.
8. Tar: a vast expanse of tar was dumped into the wetlands, covering, which appears to be three distinct patches of various depths, some two feet deep, all in about the same area south of the bridge. The tar measures approximately four feet by 24 feet; 15 by 30 feet, and 12 by 24 feet. “I would guess it has been there a while, as it seems to be breaking up; I can see clumps of tar in the immediate area, but also seem to run into clods of it as I walk south in the phragmites.”

   That is our local story about carelessly discarded trash.  Here is the story of the big picture so timely sent to me by Chris Wrinn.  It is called “The World’s Rubbish Dump: A garbage Tip that Stretches from Hawaii to Japan. “ This “plastic soup” is growing at an alarming rate and now covers an area twice the size of the continental United States,” scientists have said. This is the world’s collection of plastic which is more or less held together by “swirling underwater currents, also referred to as a trash vortex”, (in an area also called “North Pacific gyre”–a vortex where the ocean circulates slowly because of little wind and extreme high pressure systems) which stretches from about 500 nautical miles off the California coast, across the northern Pacific, past Hawaii, almost as far as Japan. The trash, about one-fifth, comes from ships or oil platforms, which is everything from footballs and kayaks to Lego blocks. The rest comes from land.

“Mr. Moore, the heir to a family fortune from the oil industry, after seeing this “plastic soup”, subsequently sold his business interests and became an environmental activist. He warned that unless consumers cut back on their use of disposable plastics, the plastic stew would double in size over the next decade.”  He said, “Because the rubbish is translucent and lies just below the water’s surface, it is not detectable in satellite photographs.  You only see it from the bows of ships.”

These plastics we discard are mistaken for food, and are responsible for the death of more than a million seabirds every year as well as more than 100,000 marine mammals. However, “Dr. Eriksen said the slowly rotating mass of rubbish-laden water poses a risk to human health too.  Hundreds of millions of tiny plastic pellets, or nurdles–the raw materials for the plastic industry–are lost or spilled every year, working their way into the sea.  These pollutants act as chemical sponges attracting man-made chemicals such as hydrocarbons and the pesticide DDT.  They then enter the food chain.  “What goes into the ocean goes into these animals and onto your dinner plate. It’s that simple,” said Dr. Eriksen.

The Irish have put a tax on plastic bags, 15 cents (Euro) per bag. The good news is that it has been successful reducing the number of bags being used, raised several million $$ which goes toward environmental projects, reduced the amount of litter and has begun to change behavior and increase noticeable appreciation for the environment. The Environment Ministry said if the trend continues, it would bring in ten million Euros a year.  An idea for us to pursue with our legislators.

Put on your Calendar: February 23, “CT’s Plan for Global Warming” at the Milford Library.  Two showings, 10:30 am and 12:30 pm, with Q&A following each, Charles Rothenberger first and Michael Ludwig on the second showing. You can see it by clicking http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=6774024632432221429
Four Garden Programs by the Recreation Department under Linda Ball and Community Gardens at the Library, beginning sharply at 7:00 pm: March 24, “Organic Lawn Care”. April 12, “Deer Proofing Your Garden with Plants and Shrubs”; April 30, “Gardening With Color” and May 12, “Eating From your Garden all Year Long”. 
This is a good website from the DEP with other websites and good tips.  I will mention a few of their tips for those who receive this newsletter via snail mail.  For those who have requested to receive it only this way, I need to emphasize that it is to your advantage to get it via email as you will have access to more information and will also save on postage and paper.  Below is the website for the DEP Newsletter.

http://www.ct.gov/dep/lib/dep/p2/newsletter/p2viewwinter08.pdf
Kathy Kraffmiller, Treasurer of ECC reports that over 90 people have responded and have donated approximately $1,500 dollars to this years drive.  As you can see people have generously given more than the $10 requested.  It is never too late to send your contribution.  We thank you one and all.  The Recycling Committee is going great guns and can use more volunteers. Call Diane 283-1441.  I have a working printer to donate.  Call Ann Berman, Chair of ECC. 878-0910.  

